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Why Grace is Sufficient
For Eternal Life

Introduction

The grace of God — what an amazing and misunderstood concept. It is often stated that we are
given eternal life by grace (which is true), but just as often said that our salvation can be taken
away if we don’t behave in a certain manner (which is not true). This book will unravel this
discrepancy by a diligent study of God’s Word.

What is grace? It is God’s favor — He gives us things we did not earn and do not deserve, like a
parent would care for a young child. Many of these things were paid for by the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ. Many are given just because God loves us.

The primary gift we receive by grace is our salvation, also referred to as eternal life, being saved
and getting born again (born of God’s spirit). We can do nothing at all to earn our salvation.
Jesus Christ paid for it by what he accomplished in his life and by his death. And we cannot lose
it through our behavior, for we are born again of incorruptible seed.

Throughout the history of Christianity, this concept has been gravely misunderstood. The
medieval church gave lip service to the concept that we are saved by grace but maintained that
the church alone controlled access to that grace by administering the sacraments. So, if you did
not attend the eucharist or do penance after confessing your sins, you would not receive grace for
salvation and thus were told that you would go to hell. The church of the reformation attempted
to correct this by stating unequivocally that one is saved by grace, but then went on to monitor
and control parishioners’ actions with the result that any who did not measure up were also
consigned to the fires of hell. The same basic approach prevailed in the British colonies of North
America prior to the American revolution. And I hear echoes of this approach when speaking to
Christians today.

And all of this while the Christian doctrines of hell and purgatory cannot be supported by a
careful study of the Bible. It is astonishing how many Christians have lived in fear of hellfire
when “Jesus Christ came to deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject
to bondage.” (Hebrews 2:15).

This book is an attempt to present a clear, simple, easy-to-read treatment of the topic. There will
be plenty of detail for those who wish to explore more deeply. But the basic message should be
clear. And of necessity, some sections of scripture will be repeated in various chapters, as they
contribute to a number of topics.



Clarifying comments within scripture quotations are inserted in square brackets like these:
[comment], to avoid confusion. The abbreviations NT and OT refer to the new testament and old
testament, respectively. Unless noted otherwise, all scripture quotations are from the Authorized
King James Version (KJV/AV) of the Bible.

I wish you well in your efforts to understand the magnificent grace of God, which we enjoy
because of God’s amazing love for us and the incredible sacrifices of our lord and savior, Jesus
Christ.

Praying for your success and victory,
Bruce L. Mahone

Lake Monticello, Virginia
October 2024
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Chapter 1 — Grace vs. Law

The history of Christianity is replete with verbal and military battles over who is destined to
eternal life and who is not. The battles often centered around which religious leaders one
followed, how one looked at the scriptures, or how one behaved.

What we will see in this chapter is that none of those things matter — what is essential for eternal
life is simply believing in what Jesus Christ accomplished for us.

In the Old Testament, one showed that he was righteous (right or correct) before God by living
according to the law of Moses:

Deuteronomy 6:25:

And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments before the
LORD our God, as he hath commanded us.

Of course, no one (except Jesus Christ) ever fulfilled the law, so God sent His Son to do it for us!
Now we receive righteousness by grace (God’s favor), not by our works:
Romans 3:20-26:

Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified [made righteous] in his
sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the
law and the prophets;

Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all
them that believe: for there is no difference:

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

Whom God hath set forth fo be a propitiation [payment] through faith is his blood, to
declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of

God;

To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of
him which believeth in Jesus.

What an amazing section of scripture — like the Magna Carta for all Christians!
Some points to consider:

- No flesh (no one at all!) can be justified (made righteous) by the works of the law. So
anyone telling you that you are only right before God because of what you DO is WRONG.
(vs. 20)

- Our righteousness is by the faith (believing) of Jesus Christ. He believed God to carry out
his ministry, then we choose to believe that he did so. (vs. 22)



- There is no difference between Christians, for all have sinned and come short of the glory
of God. So how could anyone say he is more righteous than I am, because he is living a
better life? (vss. 22-23)

- We are justified (made righteous) FREELY by his GRACE (not by our works,
accomplishments, behavior, attitudes, contributions, etc.). And this through the redemption
(he bought us back from death, paying for our sins with his own shed blood) that is in Jesus
Christ. (vs. 24)

- God set forth Jesus Christ as a propitiation (payment) through faith in his blood (we simply
believe that he died for us). His righteousness provides remission (full forgiveness) for all
our sins that are past, through the forbearance (patient understanding) of God (vs. 25)

- Jesus Christ is just (righteous) and the justifier (the one who makes righteous) of all who
believe in Jesus. (vs. 26)

So you see that in drastic contrast to attempting to be righteous by the law (OT), now we simply
believe in what Jesus Christ did for us (NT) to be right before God.

Romans 4:4-5:
Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.

But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is
counted for righteousness.

If you try to work for your righteousness, as has been so common in the history of Christianity,
you are essentially refusing God’s grace. It is like if I offered to buy you lunch, you accepted the
offer, but then attempted to buy it yourself, even though you had no money and could not possibly

pay!

But on the other hand, if we quit trying to obtain righteousness by works, and simply believe on
him that justifies (makes righteous) the ungodly (all men sin and fall short...) then our
BELIEVING is counted for righteousness.

Romans 5:1-2:
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:

By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in
hope of the glory of God.

We are made righteous by believing, not by what we do. Why not focus on what God has done
for you instead of focusing on your short-comings and what you feel you need to do.

And we already HAVE peace with God — not by our works or trying to have flawless behavior. It
is through what Jesus Christ has done for us.

We stand in God’s grace, not in wrath and condemnation. Our access to that grace is by our
believing. As a result, we can rejoice in hope of the glory of God, which will be revealed in the
future.

Romans 6:14:

For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.



Why is everyone so worried about living in sin and being damned for doing so? We are no longer
under the law! We live in God’s grace alone.

Romans 11:5-6:
Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.

And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be
of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.

So what is it going to be? How could someone say I am saved by grace, but then tell me I am not
really saved because of my lack of the works or behavior they consider essential? Nonsense! As
noted above, “if (our salvation is) by grace, then is it NO MORE of works.” Very simple, but
absolutely true.

Romans 16:24:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

What an awesome way to end such an important epistle — grace be with you. Not law, not
condemnation, not judgment, not sin-consciousness, not an inferiority complex, not fear of hellfire.
But clearly and simply — GRACE.

I Corinthians 1:3-4:
Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given to you by (by
means of) Jesus Christ;

As Romans ended with grace, I Corinthians begins with grace. Paul wishes grace upon the
Corinthian believers, then thanks God for the grace of God bestowed upon them by means of the
love and sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ. Note that it does NOT say that the grace is bestowed
upon them by a Christian minister, a church group, following church rituals, or behaving in a
certain manner. The grace is bestowed by God through Christ. End of story.

I Corinthians 15:10:

But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was
not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God
which was with me.

The apostle Paul had an amazing track record. He studied under perhaps the greatest scholar of
his time in the Hebrew scriptures — Gamaliel in Jerusalem. He was so accomplished and devoted
to Judaism that he was called a “Hebrew of the Hebrews.” After literally seeing the light and
becoming born again, he traveled throughout the Mediterranean teaching the Gentiles and risking
his life. Yet he did not claim credit for any of this, but stated clearly, “by the grace of God I am
what I am.” And even though he labored much more than others, he said he could not have done
it except by the grace of God which was with him. This grace is powerful stuft!



II Corinthians 9:6-8:

But this / say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth
bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of
necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency
in all things, may abound to every good work:

How is God able to give us all sufficiency in all things? He makes all grace abound toward us.
Many think it is because we reach a required level of financial contribution to the church. Yet God
does not specify a level of contribution, as the OT law did. Everyone is to give as they purpose in
their heart, for God loveth a cheerful giver. As with so many things, our sufficiency is by God’s
grace.

II Corinthians 12:7-10:

And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there
was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be
exalted above measure.

For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.

And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness. Most gladly will I rather glory in my infirmities [weaknesses, shortcomings],
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

Therefore 1 take pleasure in infirmities [weaknesses], in reproaches, in necessities, in
persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.

Wherever Paul preached, there were legalistic Christians (sounds like today?) who hindered him
by saying that Christians had to continue to follow the OT law, including circumcision. These were
referred to as a “thorn in the flesh.” Similar phrases are used in the OT referring to people who
trouble your life (see Num 33:55, Josh 23:13, Judges 2:3). Today we might refer to such a person
as a “pain in the neck” — same concept.

And when Paul asked that this thorn in the flesh (the legalizing Christian disrupters) would be
removed from him, God answered that His grace was sufficient, and His strength is made perfect
in weakness. This is not only another amazing aspect of God’s wonderful efficacy, it is a great life
lesson. For when we are incapable of handling a situation, we are forced to rely on our Heavenly
Father, and His grace pulls us through to victory. “When I am weak (unable to make it on my
own), then am [ strong (by relying on God and His grace).”



Galatians 1:3, 6:
Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ,

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto
another gospel;

The epistle to the Galatians starts with the now familiar greeting of grace and peace being upon
the believers there from God and His son Jesus Christ.

Then a few verses later, Paul marvels that they have been removed from the grace of Christ unto
another gospel. This other gospel is legalism — continuing to require following the letter of the OT
law, even though Jesus Christ already fulfilled that law and we are no longer bound by it. The rest
of the book of Galatians elaborates on this.

Galatians 2:21:

I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead
in vain.

The Galatian believers were “frustrating the grace of God.” Even though Jesus Christ had paid for
their salvation, which includes righteousness, they thought that they had to follow the OT law to
obtain righteousness. This meant that, for them, “Christ is dead in vain.” Since they did not accept
that Jesus Christ gave his life so they could become righteous before God, what was the purpose
of his sacrifice?

Ephesians 1:2, 7:
Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace;

And another epistle to the Christian church starts out with grace and peace, not law and judgment!

We have redemption through his blood — we have been bought back from the power of sin, having
the forgiveness of sins (not reminders of our shortcomings). And all this according to the riches
(not sparingly!) of his grace, divine favor.

Ephesians 3:1-2:
For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,

If ye have heard of the dispensation [administration] of the grace of God which is given
me to you-ward:

We live in the administration of grace. Other administrations (time periods) in the Bible include
the patriarchal administration (Abraham and other patriarchs spoke for God), the law
administration (the law of Moses was in force), the Christ administration (the words of Christ were
in effect). And now we are in a new administration which does not follow the requirements of the
first three. The operative theme today is grace — God’s unmerited divine favor which has led to
our sins being entirely forgiven, God’s gift of holy spirit, our new birth, eternal life, and so much
more.



Romans 15:4:

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.

Everything written in the OT and gospels is for our learning. It is not addressed to us, as are the
epistles addressed to the church (Romans through Thessalonians). Can we learn a lot from the OT
and gospels? Absolutely. But are they written to us? No. Are we obliged to follow all of their
rules and regulations? Not at all. What is the dominant theme of God’s approach to us today?
Grace — all we have is by grace and the sacrifice of our lord and savior Jesus Christ, which has
already been accomplished.

Titus 3:7:

That being justified [made righteous] by his grace, we should be made heirs according to
the hope of eternal life.

Once again, this verse affirms that we are justified (made righteous) by his grace, NOT by our
works, behavior, relationships, piety, etc. And as a result, we have been made heirs of God, having
the hope (positive expectation) of eternal life!

Hebrews 4:16:

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need.

We are to approach God boldly, not with hesitancy or fear, since we are righteous (right with God).
And it is God’s throne of grace (not wrath or condemnation) that we approach boldly. And we do
so to obtain God’s mercy. Mercy is the reverse of grace. Grace is how we obtain good things we
don’t deserve. Mercy is how we avoid judgment we do deserve. When we approach God boldly,
we find grace to help in time of need. We might feel that we can’t approach God boldly when we
are in a bad way. But that is exactly when we should approach him — so we can find grace to help
in time of need.

I Peter 1:13:

Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that
is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

We have been saved, made righteous, by God’s grace. We find grace to help in our daily living.
And when Jesus Christ returns and our bodies are made immortal and incorruptible, even more
grace will be brought unto us. We simply have to direct our minds towards hoping (looking
forward to) that wonderful grace we will receive at that time. So, God’s care for us is all about
grace — in the past, present, and future. Anyone who wants you to focus on sin and condemnation
has missed the boat — we are living in the age of GRACE!



Chapter 2 - Salvation and Eternal Life

As we have already seen, our righteousness, salvation, and eternal life (which are all a package
included with the new birth) come to us by God’s grace, through the work of Jesus Christ. We
cannot earn them by good works or actions.

In this chapter, we will gain a greater understanding of this truth, with a focus on the clear
guarantee of eternal life by grace — not by works.

Ephesians 2:1-5:
And you hath he quickened [made alive], who were dead in trespasses and sins;

Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air [Satan], the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience:

Among whom also we all had our conversation [conduct, manner of life] in times past in
the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by
nature the children of wrath, even as others.

But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us [made us alive] together with Christ,
(by grace ye are saved;)

Even though we were spiritually dead because of our sins, God has made us alive. We are saved
by grace, not works.

Ephesians 2:6-9:

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus:

That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in /is kindness
toward us through Christ Jesus.

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast.

Even though we are physically still on this earth, God has promised us a place sitting next to
Christ in the heavens. We will physically be there with him after he returns to gather us together.

And in the ages to come (after the gathering together), he will shew us the EXCEEDING
RICHES of his grace — not just a little bit that could be lost by making a mistake. And he will
show us this grace in his kindness towards us. What wonderful things to look forward to (our
hope): God will raise us up to sit with Christ at God’s right hand, and also show us exceeding
kindness through His grace, not through our works or accomplishments.



For by grace are we saved through believing, NOT of ourselves — it is truly, actually, and
completely a gift from God.

Otherwise, we could boast that we have better works, so we are more thoroughly saved than
others. Think that has ever happened in the history of Christianity? I have been scouring the
history of the Christian church over many centuries, and I have yet to find many instances of a
church group or a century where this did NOT happen. In almost every case I have seen, church
members and leaders find a way to set themselves up as superior to other Christians because of
their supposed good works. If they honestly believed we are saved by grace, this would not
occur.

Romans 11:5-6:
Even so at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.

And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it
be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.

In the context, this is talking about Israelites who had not yet accepted Jesus Christ as lord and
become born again (saved). But God will still accept them by grace if they elect (choose) to
accept what God has offered.

And since this salvation is by grace, it cannot be of works. Otherwise grace would not be grace.

Our salvation, as well as the salvation of any Israelites or others who choose to accept Christ, is
absolutely by God’s free gift through Christ. Works have NOTHING to do with it, but to accept
it!

I Peter 1:23:

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever.

Our new birth is not something fragile — that once received can fade away if we behave wrongly.
Our seed (Christ in us) is NOT corruptible, it is INCORRUPTIBLE. Nothing and no one can
corrupt it or take it away. We all have physical seed from our earthly fathers, which led to our
first birth. No matter how well we get along with our fathers, they can never reclaim that seed
and take it away from us. Now we have received spiritual seed from our heavenly father, which
1s why he refers to us as his children. Just as our earthly fathers cannot take back their seed,
which abides in our DNA, so our heavenly father has given us incorruptible seed which cannot
and will not ever be taken away from us. Our salvation (new birth, eternal life, Christ in us) was
given to us by grace through the free-will sacrifice of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. And it is
incorruptible — will never be reclaimed no matter how we live the rest of our lives.

I Corinthians 15:51-58:

Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,



In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed
up in victory.

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, foreasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

What an awesome passage of scripture! A few things to note:

1. We shall not all sleep (die), for some of us may still be alive when the Lord returns.

2. BUT, we shall ALL be changed so that our bodies become incorruptible and immortal —
they will last for eternity without degrading in any way. And this is for ALL Christians —
not just for those who behave in ways that a certain minister or denomination requires.

3. At that point, death is swallowed up in victory — it will never again be a concern for us.

4. As aresult, we will see that God has given us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ -
NOT through our own works, but through the works he accomplished for us.

5. Knowing this, we can abound in the work of the Lord, knowing that our labors are not in
vain — we will be repaid many many many times over when the last trumpet sounds.

The idea that anyone could tell us that there is ANY doubt that we will go on to eternal life is
absolute absurdity, yet Christianity abounds in such ideas.

Ephesians 1:10-11:

That in the dispensation (administration, time period) of the fulness of times (after the
Lord returns) he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in
heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:

In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the
purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:

We have already obtained an inheritance. So the idea that, as many say, God will cut us off in
any way cannot be true. We have been predestined to receive that inheritance ever since we
confessed Christ as Lord and believed God raised him from the dead, thus becoming born again.



I Thessalonians 4:13-18:

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep
[Christians who have died], that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus
will God bring with him.

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent [precede] them which are asleep.

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds,
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

We always have sorrow when we lose a loved one, but we need not sorrow as others which have
no hope (nothing to look forward to). We know that all Christians (those born again by believing
in Christ) will be caught up together in the clouds — and so shall we ever be with the Lord. It
doesn’t say anything about spending time in purgatory to prepare for glory one day. Neither does
it say that anyone born again will burn in hell. So shall we ever be with the Lord. When he is
seated in the heavenlies at God’s right hand, we will be with him. When he returns to earth to
defeat Satan in the battle of Armageddon, we will be with him. When he moves on to reign in
the new heaven and earth (after this one is destroyed by fire), we will be with him. It is all by
grace, and it is all guaranteed by God’s promises. Anyone who has tried to get you to act a
certain way by threatening you with the fear of hell fire has been greatly misinformed.

I Peter 1:3-4:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively [living] hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead,

To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you,

Wow — as a result of Jesus Christ’s resurrection, we have a living hope — we look forward to his
return, when our bodies will be changed so they are immortal and incorruptible! Does it say
anything about first going to purgatory? Does it say that we could possibly lose that hope and
end up in hell? No! Our hope is a result of God’s grace.

And we can look forward to an inheritance that is incorruptible and undefiled, which will never
fade away, since it is reserved in heaven for us — all by God’s grace!
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Colossians 3:4:
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

There is no conditional statement here, there is no possibility that we as Christians will fail to
appear with Christ in glory. You (all who are Christians, born again by accepting Christ) shall
appear with him in glory — guaranteed, cannot change.
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Chapter 3 - Sin and Grace

In spite of the clear verses we have read about how we absolutely receive our salvation, eternal
life, and inheritance by God’s grace (divine favor), without any work on our part, there is an
astonishingly persistent tradition in Christianity that continues to affirm that if we sin, we lose
that grace! And if we lose that grace, we lose salvation, and are heading to hell. Nothing could
be further from the truth of God’s Word.

Romans 5:12-21:

Wherefore, as by one man [Adam] sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

(For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law.

Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned
after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.

But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be
dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus
Christ, hath abounded unto many.

And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to
condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification.

For if by one man’s offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive

abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus
Christ,)

Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even
so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.

For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one
shall many be made righteous.

Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace
did much more abound:

That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.

Death reigned because of Adam’s transgression. But since we have received “abundance of
grace” and “the gift of righteousness,” we can reign in life by Jesus Christ! No need to be held
captive to sin any longer.

And look at verse 20 again, which clarifies the relationship between sin and grace.
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Romans 5:20:

Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace
did much more abound.

Very simply, the law of Moses described a way of life that no one (except Jesus Christ) could
live up to. That is what is meant by “the offence might abound.” Look at the next line, though —
“where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” This topic is largely a matter of emphasis
— what do you want to focus on? We can focus on the shortcomings of man, and constantly be
overwhelmed by sin-consciousness. Or we can focus on the grace of God and the forgiveness of
sin that comes with it. As we have seen, we are living in the age of grace, not the age of
worrying about our sins. Even though sin may abound at times in our lives and the lives of
others, grace does much more abound!

Romans 3:23:
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

So, since everyone sins and falls short, do you want to focus on your failures and the failures of
others? Why? When grace does “much more abound” in our lives, why not focus on that? If you
were having a tough time paying your rent one month and a rich uncle decided to pay it for you,
would you spend all your time focusing on how lousy you are because you couldn’t pay, or
would you be overwhelmingly thankful that your uncle paid it? That simple example
summarizes most of our walk with God as Christians. We will never be perfect, and neither will
anyone else. Get over it — quit judging yourself and others. Instead, rejoice that grace abounds
in our lives much more than our sins. That is how our Heavenly Father looks at our lives, so
why shouldn’t we also look at it that way!?

Romans 6:1:
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?

Even though our sins are paid for by God’s grace through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, we never
go out of our way to disobey God. But since we ultimately will sin at some point, we accept
God’s forgiveness and move on.

Romans §:1-4:

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the spirit. [The second half of this verse is not in the earliest
Greek manuscripts. |

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:
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That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit.

Because we are in Christ Jesus, there is absolutely no condemnation to us. The law of the spirit
of life in Christ Jesus has made us free from the law of sin and death! And this is all by God’s
wonderful grace as a result of Christ’s wonderful sacrifice on our behalf.

Romans 8:31-39:
What shall we say then to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with
him also freely give us all things?

Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.

Who is he that condemneth? /¢ is [or Is it?] Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again,
who is even at the right hand of God who also maketh intercession for us.

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for
the slaughter.

Nay [NAY!], in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come,

Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature [created thing], shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Wow — God does not condemn us, and nothing can separate from his love which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord! Others may condemn and accuse us of many things, but not God. Since He
gave His son to die for us, how could He refuse anything else we need? We simply have to
realize that God’s love and care for us is absolutely reliable. Many will decide they don’t like us
and exclude us from their lives (think of Jesus Christ and his apostles, Moses and the Israelites,
David and his rebellious sons, or many of the Christian groups you’ve encountered). But God
never will. We need to take our eyes off all the judgmental people we know and instead focus on
God’s immense and faithful love, from which we will never be separated.

Matthew 22:35-40:
Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying,
Master, which is the great commandment in the law?

Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and all thy mind.
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This is the first and great commandment.
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Every Christian group (or many of them) which you speak with will tell you of a few absolute
rules they hold sacrosanct and demand that their members follow. But Jesus Christ stated clearly
that to love God and to love your neighbor is of paramount importance. Who would you believe
is right?

This is stated just as clearly in Galatians.
Galatians 5:14:

For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love they neighbor as
thyself.

So, if you want a simple summary of how to honestly serve God in your daily life, here it is: love
your neighbor as yourself. I realize this will seem overly simplistic for Christians who like to
develop a rigorous set of rules to follow - sort of like an athlete training for a competition. BUT
it is what the scriptures state very clearly. So if you want to set up a whole checklist of how to
act as a Christian, you have every right to do so. But you have no right to impose it on others,
then criticize them when they don’t live up to the standards you have arbitrarily imposed. Think
of what our Lord said to the Pharisees about their manmade rules:

Matthew 15:8-9:

This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with #heir lips; but
their heart is far from me.

But in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
And as far as judging other people (another popular activity in much of Christianity):

Matthew 7:1:

Judge not, that ye be not judged.

Romans 2:1:

Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest; for wherein thou
judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doeth the same things.

With rare exceptions, such as when God directs us to intervene in someone’s life, it is simply not
our place to judge and condemn anyone’s actions and way of living.

I Thessalonians 5:16-18:
Rejoice evermore.

Pray without ceasing.
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In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

If you really want some more commandments to follow, how about these — rejoice, pray, and
give thanks — a wonderful way to live life. As stated in I John, His commandments are not
grievous (I John 5:3)!

IT Corinthians 3:17:
Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

In the book of Galatians, we read about the legalistic Judean Christians stirring up trouble by
insisting that the gentile Christians there follow the law of Moses. This was disruptive and
contrary to the truths of the age of grace, since Jesus Christ fulfilled the law and we are no longer
under it. Throughout the entire history of Christianity, this pattern has endured — instead of
living in the liberty from the law and sin which Christ paid for, many want to put us back under
the law and focus on our sins. BUT “where the spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” Which will
you choose — the law or grace?

Matthew 6:1-4:

Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no
reward of your Father which is in heaven.

Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men.
Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth:

That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall
reward thee openly.

So much of the Christian life consists NOT of trying to show others how well behaved you are,
much less judging, condemning, and gossiping about others you don’t approve of. Much of our
walk with God simply consists of quietly, patiently, and consistently loving God and loving
others, whether anyone else knows about it or not.

II Corinthians 10:12:

For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that
commend themselves: but measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing
themselves among themselves, are not wise.

It is not wise to compare ourselves with others, or to measure our lives by the lives of others. It
is irrelevant. Each of us has the joy of developing our own walk with God, as members in
particular of the body of Christ. We have unique skills and a unique calling. Although I can pray
for you and cheer you on to success, what happens in your life is neither my business nor
something I should compare myself to. I can certainly provide love, care, and support as
appropriate. But unless God directs me otherwise, I should then step out of the way and not
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interfere in your life. I realize, though, that this may prove a difficulty for those who have built a
life out of gossip and interference. However, God can surely direct them to more productive
activities within the body of Christ.

II Timothy 2:1:
Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

Timothy was in a bit of a pickle — the church in Asia was beginning to dwindle, and others were
teaching false doctrines to draw away the weak. Did Paul tell Timothy to lower the boom and
lay down the law? No, although there were a few things along those lines that needed to be
done. HOWEVER, the overriding guidance was to “be strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus.” Again, it is a matter of emphasis — do you want to spend your entire life focused on your
sins and the sins of others? Or do you want to focus on the forgiveness of sins we have through
the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ which is entirely by grace, not our works?
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Chapter 4 — Grace and Circumcision

Throughout the history of Christianity, there have often been one or more major issues that have
served for many as a “litmus test” used for judging others as to whether they are “in the faith” or
not. In our own time, we seen such issues as prayer in school, posting the ten commandments in
the county courthouse, abortion rights, racism, sexual practices, and political affiliation used in
this way.

In the church of the first century, one of the many divisive issues was circumcision. As we shall
see, circumcising male children was required by the law of Moses (and even before under
Abraham) as an indication of the covenant between God and man. Yet, since Jesus Christ
fulfilled the law, it was no longer required after the Christian church began on the day of
Pentecost (10 days after our Lord ascended into heaven). However, to set themselves apart by
appearing more holy, many Judean Christians insisted that gentile (non-Judean) Christians also
be circumcised and indeed follow the entire law of Moses. This was a major stumbling block in
the church. We will take the time here to explore the issue.

Genesis 17:9-14:

And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed
after thee in their generations.

This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee:
Every man child among you shall be circumcised.

And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant
betwixt me and you.

And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your
generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is
not of thy seed.

He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be
circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.

And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul
shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant.

It is clear that this was a high priority for God at the time of Abraham (before Moses). And it
continued to be a high priority later as noted in the law of Moses.

Leviticus 12:1-4:
And the LORD spake unto Moses saying,

Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and born a
man child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of the separation
for her infirmity shall she be unclean.
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And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.

And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty days; she shall
touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying be
fulfilled.

So once again, as under Abraham, circumcision was required by Moses. There is no doubt that
this was a requirement under the law before Christ came. But, as we have already seen, we are
no longer under law, but grace!

Joshua 5:1-9:

And it came to pass, when all the kings of the Amorites, which were on the side of Jordan
westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, which were by the sea, heard that the
LORD had dried up the waters of Jordan from before the children of Israel, until we were
passed over, that their heart melted, neither was there spirit in them any more, because of
the children of Israel.

At that time the LORD said unto Joshua, Make thee sharp knives, and circumcise again
the children of Israel the second time.

And Joshua made him sharp knives, and circumcised the children of Israel at the hill of
the foreskins.

And this is the cause why Joshua did circumcise: All the people that came out of Egypt,
that were males, even all the men of war, died in the wilderness by the way, after they
came out of Egypt.

Now all the people that came out were circumcised: but all the people that were born in
the wilderness by the way as they came forth out of Egypt, them they had not
circumcised.

For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people that were
men of war, which came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they obeyed not the
voice of the LORD: unto whom the LORD sware that he would not shew them the land,
which the Lord sware unto their fathers that he would give us, a land that floweth with
milk and honey.

And their children, whom he raised up in their stead, them Joshua circumcised: for they
were uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised them by the way.

And it came to pass, when they had done circumcising all the people, that they abode in
their places in the camp, till they were whole.

And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from
off you. Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal [rolling] unto this day.

At the end of the forty years of their wandering in Sinai, God instructed Joshua to circumcise all
the males who had been born in the wilderness. All the males who were circumcised in Egypt
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had died in the wilderness (with a few exceptions such as Joshua and Caleb). But none of those
born on the journey had yet been circumcised. Seems that God wanted to reaffirm his covenant
with the children of Israel, as noted above in the law of Moses. That generation went on to serve
God mightily and conquer the land of Canaan for the true God, not as their parents who had
turned away from Him.

Luke 2:21:

And when the eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name
was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the
womb.

Jesus Christ was circumcised according to the law, one of the first of so many actions that
culminated in his fulfilling of the Old Testament law, so we do not have to.

Acts 10:44-46:

And while Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost [gift of holy spirit] fell on all
them which heard the word.

And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with
Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.

For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter,

This was when Peter went to the household of Cornelius in Caesarea after seeing the rooftop
vision and being told by God not to call unclean what He had cleansed. Up until that time, only
the Judean Christians, who had been circumcised, were allowed to receive the gift of holy spirit
and be born again. In the home of Cornelius, however, God showed clearly that even
uncircumcised gentiles who believed His word could be saved. How later groups of legalistic
Christians could demand that gentile Christians be circumcised is hard to believe. But such is
the nature of carnal (five-senses oriented) Christians throughout history — ignore what we learn
by the spirit of God and demand obedience to rules not necessary for salvation.

Acts 15:1-2:

And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye
be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.

When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them,
they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to
Jerusalem unto the elders about this question.

When Paul and Barnabas reached Jerusalem, the first church council recorded in Acts was held
to determine whether the gentiles indeed must be circumcised. To their credit, both Peter and
James stood up for Paul and the gentiles, making it clear that circumcision was not required for
the gentile believers. This was the first major test in the early church about whether “grace was
sufficient” for salvation, or more works would be required. Grace prevailed on that day. But
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when the church council met years later, acts of the flesh prevailed, as they have for the most
part until this day.

Acts 21:20:

And when they heard it [Paul’s success ministering to the gentiles], they glorified the
Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are
which believe, and they are all zealous of the law:

Although the Judean Christians were happy to hear about Paul’s success with the gentiles, they
made it clear that if you really want to walk with God, you should follow the OT law (contrary to
the revelation about the church of grace we are now in). Then those in the council asked Paul to
carry out OT law sacrifices in the temple, to assure everyone that they were following Moses (no
longer required, since Jesus Christ already fulfilled the law!). Paul did as asked, was nearly
beaten to death, and ended up a prisoner in Caesarea and Rome for several years. Such is often
the result of those that love rules and laws instead of the simple truth of God’s word.

Romans 2:28-29:

For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is
outward in the flesh:

But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit,
and not in the letter, whose praise is not of men, but of God.

Here is the great distinction — under the law (and for those still zealous to follow the law), the
focus was on outward actions (although God still looked at the heart). Today it is the opposite —
God focuses on the heart, with occasional references to what we actually do.

Since the time of Abraham, God has referred to his people as “the circumcision.” Under the law,
this referred to physical circumcision of male children. But now, under the church of grace,
“circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter.” So it is between each of us
and God, no matter what anyone else thinks.

I Corinthians 7:18-19:

Is any man called being circumcised? Let him not become uncircumcised. Is any called
in uncircumcision? Let him not be circumcised.

Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the
commandments of God.

Far from being worried about whether a certain Christian is circumcised or not, God makes it
clear that it honestly doesn’t matter — walking with God is the emphasis.

Galatians 2:3:

But neither [not even] Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be
circumcised.

21



This referred to a time when Paul went to Jerusalem to meet with the church leaders there. Even
though those leaders were Judean by birth and hence circumcised, at that time they did not
require Paul to circumcise Titus. Their serious decline into legalism and being “zealous for the
law” occurred some years later. The same is often true today — Christian groups start with the
noblest of intentions to include everyone while focusing on God’s love and grace. But then they
develop a legalistic set of procedures and begin excluding those who don’t comply with them.
What started with grace evolves into law. Few groups are able to avoid this trap while still
focusing on the truth of God’s Word.

Galatians 5:6:

For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing [has any value], nor
uncircumcision; but faith [believing] which worketh [is energized] by love.

While so many of the legalistic Judean Christians were insisting that the Gentile converts be
circumcised, God’s Word here says that it really doesn’t matter — the important thing is to walk in
love, which energizes your believing. Much the same thing could be said of many man-made
Christian doctrines today — they are zealously supported and enforced, while all God wants us to
do is walk in love and believe His promises of deliverance.

Galatians 6:15:

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing [has any value], nor
uncircumecision, but a new creature [a new creation, the gift of holy spirit which we
received when we accepted Christ and were born again — Romans 10:9-10].

Once again, what appears so important to legalists (those emphasizing law over grace) is of no
importance to God. He wants us to focus on our wonderful gift of holy spirit and all the ways it
can enhance our lives and help us help others.

Ephesians 2:11:

Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called
Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;

The Judean Christians, who were physically circumcised, called the Gentiles who were not
physically circumcised by the term “Uncircumcision.” However, the following sections of
scripture dispute this terminology.

Philippians 3:1-3:

Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to me indeed is
not grievous, but for you it is safe.

Beware of dogs [backbiters], beware of evil workers, beware of the concision [those who
mutilate the flesh by requiring circumcision].

For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus,
and have no confidence in the flesh.
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Even though Gentile Christians may not have been physically circumcised, they are still
considered the circumcision (those having a covenant with God as His chosen ones) because they
worship God in the spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. They trust
God instead! So circumcision in God’s eyes today has nothing to do with the male foreskin.
Rather, it has everything to do with accepting Christ to be born again and receiving the gift of
holy spirit - thus being able to worship God in the spirit while rejoicing in Christ Jesus and not
trusting in mankind.

Paul goes on to explain his background in this respect — although he was physically circumcised
as a young Judean, he also realized his strength lay in trusting God, not following OT rituals.

Philippians 3:4-9:

Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath
whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:

Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of
the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;

Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law,
blameless.

But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.

Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them
but dung, that I may win Christ.

And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness of God by faith.

Paul makes it clear that he counts as nothing his following of the OT law. What he treasures is
the righteousness of God through Christ, which is received by simply believing in God’s
wonderful grace, as noted in previous chapters.

Colossians 2:10-11:
And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting
off the body of the sins by the circumcision of Christ:

Through receiving the gift of holy spirit in the new birth, we are complete in Christ — spiritually
we are lacking nothing. And we are circumcised spiritually as a result of Christ’s circumcision
and his payment for our sins. Some more background about our completeness in Christ:

Colossians 2:12-17:

Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with sim through the faith of the
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.
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And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened
[made alive] together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us,
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

And having spoiled [disarmed] principalities and powers, he made a show of them
openly, triumphing over them in it.

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the
new moon, or of the sabbath days:

Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.

As far as God is concerned, when Christ died, we died with him. When he was raised, we were
raised with him. And when we were made alive with him, we were forgiven of all trespasses
(sins). So those who want to accuse you of sin are in opposition to our Heavenly Father, who has
already forgiven us!

Christ even blotted out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us and nailed it to his own
cross! (A similar point is made is Isa 43:25.) Today, that would be like someone taking all the
bills that arrive in my mailbox and handing them over to their bookkeeper to be paid, so that I no
longer had to be concerned with them. But, of course, this blotting out of our sins goes far
beyond financial foibles to every aspect of our lives!

As a result, we are not to let anyone judge us on minor trivialities such as meat, drink, or
observance of so-called holy days.

Colossians 3:9-11:
Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him
that created him:

Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian,
Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.

In the church today, it does not matter whether one is from the Greek (Gentile) background or
Jewish background, much less whether circumcised or not. What matters is that Christ is
everything and in everyone born again.
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Chapter 5 — Grace and Baptism

During the crusades in the Middle Ages, the belief in the church was that the only sure way to be
cleansed from sin was baptism. As a result, a common practice among knights and nobles was to
be baptized on their death beds. They were taught that all of the killing they performed in
warfare was a mortal sin. So the sure way to be forgiven of that sin was to be baptized as they
lay dying, so there would no time for them to sin further, thus assuring their place in heaven. It
has a certain logic to it, but, as we have already seen, our salvation has already been paid for and
our sins forgiven — all by grace. So what place does baptism play in the life of a Christian?

The first key to answering this question is to understand that there are two different churches in
two different administrations: the church of the bride in the Christ administration (gospels) and
the church of the body in the grace administration (after Pentecost).

John 3:29:

He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth
and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice: this my joy
therefore is fulfilled.

In this parable, Christ is the bridegroom, and those who believed in him were referred to as the
bride of Christ. This is elaborated in chapter 14.

John 14:1-4:
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

In my Father’s house are many mansions [abodes]: if if were not so, I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you.

And if [ go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also.

And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.

According to the customs at that time, this was the speech a newly married bridegroom would
give to his bride. It was common after a marriage for the couple to rotate living between the
house of the groom’s parents and the house of the bride’s parents. Houses at that time usually
consisted of a high wall surrounding a central courtyard with rooms built upon the wall. So
when the grooms says, “I go to prepare a place for you,” he is saying that he will prepare rooms
on the wall of his father’s house for them to live in. Christ is the bridegroom. The church of the
gospels is his bride. Compare this to Ephesians.

Ephesians 1:22-23:

And hath put all things under his [Christ’s] feet, and gave him to be the head over all
things to the church,

Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.
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Christ is the head of the body, and we are the members of that body.
I Corinthians 12:27:
Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.
Each of us has a unique role to play in the one body of Christ.
Colossians 1:18:

And he [Christ] is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

In the gospels, Christ was the bridegroom of the church of the bride. In this age of grace, Christ
is the head of the church of the body. This distinction will help explain the very different
approaches to baptism in the gospel period versus today.

As noted previously, Christ is the end of the law, so any requirements for baptism in the gospels
would no longer apply in this administration of grace.

Galatians 2:16-21:

Knowing that a man is not justified [made righteous, right with God] by the works of the
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might
be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the
law shall no flesh be justified.

But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is
therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.

For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.
For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me.

I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is
dead in vain.

It is very clear that our righteousness, which is one of the many things we receive as part of the
new birth, is received by believing in what Christ accomplished for us, NOT by our own works,
as many still proclaim.

Romans 10:4:
For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.

Since Christ is the end of the law for obtaining righteousness, there is no work, action, or ritual
required to be right with God, including baptism.
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This concept of not being under the law, whether the OT law of Moses, or the practices of the
gospel period, never quite caught on in much of the first century church — particularly among
those of Judean background, who had grown up with the law. There were always those who
wanted to promote legalism at the expense of the truth of God’s Word.

Matthew 15:1-9:
Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying,

Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands
when they eat bread.

But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of
God by your tradition?

For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father
or mother, let him die the death.

But ye say, Whosoever shall say to &is father or Ais mother, it is a gift, by whatsoever
thou mightiest be profited by me;

And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the
commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.

Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias [Isaiah] prophesy of you, saying,

This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips: but
their heart is far from me.

But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

The Judean leaders of the time, in this case the Pharisees, had many of their own rules which, in
their minds, superseded the words of God. In this case, they taught that even though the OT law
said you were to take care of your parents, all you had to do was say that all your money was
dedicated as a gift to the temple, then you would not have to give your parents anything. Sounds
admirable and makes a show of religion, but is actually contrary to God’s Word.

Now, back to baptism. Baptism is a ceremonial washing.
Mark 7:3-4:

For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the
tradition of the elders.

And when they come from the market, except they wash [baptize], they eat not. And
many other things there be, which they have received to hold, as the washing [baptizing]
of cups, and pots, brazen vessels, and of tables.

So the ceremonial washing of cups, pots, brass vessels, and tables was “baptizing” them to make
them ceremonially clean, according to the rules of the Pharisees.
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Luke 11:38:

And when the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he had not first washed [baptized] before
dinner.

The same Greek work translated baptize (baptizo) in the above verses is used here for ceremonial
washing to remove impurities before a meal.

In the church of the Bride (gospels period), the baptism (ceremonial washing) prescribed was
with water.

Matthew 3:5-6:
Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, all the region around about Jordan,
And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.

But with the transition from the church of the bride to the church of the body after Christ’s
resurrection, something greater was to come.

Matthew 3:11:

I [John the Baptist] indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh
after me [Jesus Christ] is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost [gift of holy spirit], and with fire:

So already, the transition from baptism with water to that with holy spirit is being spoken of.
Matthew 28:19:

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

This is the “great commission” in the last few verses of Matthew, where Jesus Christ is sending
out his disciples to teach and baptize.

The earliest quotations of this verse do not include the words “in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” Rather they say “in my name.” This same phrase, “baptize in
my name” is used throughout the book of Acts, the history of the first century church. Notice
that there is no mention of water!
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Acts 1:4-8:

And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart
from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of
me.

For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost [gift of
holy spirit] not many days hence.

When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at
this time restore the kingdom to Israel?

And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the
Father hath put in his own power.

But ye shall receive power, after [when] that the Holy Ghost [gift of holy spirit] is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

So once again we see that although John baptized with water in the Christ administration (church
of the bride), those getting born again (saved) would be baptized with holy spirit in the grace
administration (church of the one body of Christ). So to demand water baptism as a requirement
for salvation now would be to ignore the verses above. It would be like continuing to require the
animal sacrifices or the dietary restrictions of the OT law.

Acts 2:1-4:

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come [ten days after Christ ascended into
heaven], they were all with one accord in one place [the temple in Jerusalem].

And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind [heavy
breathing], and it filled all the house [temple] where they were sitting.

And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost [gift of holy spirit], and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit [God] gave them utterance.

This is the wonderful start of the Christian church — the apostles were filled with the gift of holy
spirit, which is also referred to as being baptized with holy spirit. This equates to being saved or
being born again — not of the flesh, but of the spirit. Notice that NO water is involved. If the
Lord’s apostles could be born again, receiving the gift of holy spirit, and manifest (demonstrate)
it by speaking in tongues WITHOUT WATER, why do most Christian organization recommend
or even demand water baptism? The simple answer is tradition or legalism — many love to
follow rules and outward signs of piety, even when not required in the scriptures.
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Acts 10:47:

Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the
Holy Ghost [gift of holy spirit] as well as we?

After Peter received the visions while sitting on a rooftop and then went to the house of
Cornelius, a gentile, those listening to him were born again. And he reverted to his habits before
the day of Pentecost and was about to baptize those listening to him with water. But something
happened.

Acts 11:16:

Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with
water, but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost [gift of holy spirit].

As Peter was recounting these events to the elders in Jerusalem, he states he recalled that since
those at the house of Cornelius had already received the gift of holy spirit, there was no need for
water.

Acts 19:1-3:

And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the
upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,

He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost [gift of holy spirit] since ye
believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any
Holy Ghost.

And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John’s
baptism.

These wonderful saints (Christian believers) had only heard about the water baptism of John.
Paul then instructed them about baptism by the spirit — they then became born again and received
the gift of holy spirit.

Acts 8:38:

And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water,
both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him.

This was when God sent Philip to speak to the Ethiopian eunuch who was reading Isaiah, but not
understanding it. As this was early in the book of Acts, and the true understanding of salvation
by grace and baptism in holy spirit had not sunk in, Philip reverted to the gospel practice of
water baptism. He was still “zealous of the law,” as were other Judean Christians.

Acts 21:20:

And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother,
how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law:
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This was at the final church council recorded in the book of Acts. Although Paul addressed the
council about the many things God was doing for gentile Christians, the Judean Christians could
only revert back to their reliance on the religious practices of the law of Moses. This dichotomy
has persisted through the history of Christianity to this day.
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Chapter 6 - Grace and The Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s supper, also referred to as the eucharist or holy communion, has served as a lightning
rod for church discipline through almost every century in the history of the Christian church. It
was commonly believed that this was a sacrament (holy mystery) and was necessary for
salvation, and that those who did not partake of it were destined for hell fire. Thus church
leaders, whether they be popes, pastors, or church councils, would refuse the sacrament to any
who disobeyed them in almost any way. This was often accomplished by “excommunicating”
individuals, groups, or entire countries. Anyone excommunicated was forbidden to take part in
church rituals such as holy communion.

Yet where in the scriptures is the Lord’s supper referred to as the eucharist or a sacrament?
Nowhere. And where does the Bible state that if you don’t take holy communion on a regular
basis that you will go to hell? Nowhere.

As we will see in the following verses, what we refer to as holy communion was simply
described in the scriptures as an opportunity to remember the sacrifice of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ — nothing less and nothing more. All the other trappings associated with it have
been added by church organizations throughout the centuries.

Exodus 12:1-13:
And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,

This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the
year to you.

Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they
shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an
house:

And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his
house take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating
shall make your count for the lamb.

Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the
sheep, or from the goats:

And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.

And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door
post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.

And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with
bitter herbs they shall eat it.
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Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire, his head with his legs,
and with the purtenance [innards] thereof.

And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which remaineth of it
until the morning ye shall burn with fire.

And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in
your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD’s Passover.

For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the
land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute
judgment; I am the LORD.

And the blood shall be to you a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the
blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I
smite the land of Egypt.

This was the Lord’s Passover, part of the final plague which convinced Pharaoh to finally let the
children of Israel depart from Egypt. The blood of the lamb served as a sign to ensure that death
would pass over the houses of the Israelites and ensure their health and safety. Keep this in
mind: the blood of the Passover protected God’s people from death.

That this deliverance was also a major aspect of Christ’s ministry is shown in Matthew.

Matthew &:16-17

When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils:
and he cast out the spirits with sis word, and healed all that were sick.

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias (Isaiah) the prophet, saying,
Himself took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses.

Jesus Christ, our Messiah and the Lamb of God, bore our sicknesses, just as the blood of the
Passover lamb protected the children of Israel in Egypt.

Matthew 26:26-28:

And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed i#, and brake if, and gave it to the
disciples, and said, Take, eat: this is my body.

And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave if to them, saying, Drink ye all of it;

For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of
sins.

Here at the last supper, our Lord explains that the bread represented his body, and the wine
represented his blood, which he willingly shed for the remission of our sins.
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John 1:29:

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world.

As the Lamb of God, the shed blood of Jesus Christ paid for the sins of all mankind, just like the
blood of lambs sacrificed in the OT did. EXCEPT, the blood of Jesus Christ brings forgiveness
of sins for all mankind for all time — not just for a short period of time for a group of people.

I Corinthians 5:7:

Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For
even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:

Christ is our Passover Lamb, bringing us protection as that in the OT did.
I Corinthians 10:16:

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion [fellowship, full sharing] of
the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of
Christ?

As noted above, the cup of wine represents His blood, and the bread represents His body.
I Corinthians 11:23-26:

For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus
the same night in which he was betrayed took bread:

And when he had given thanks, he brake iz, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is
broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.

After the same manner also /e took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the
new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink i#, in remembrance of me.

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he
come.

The Lord once again emphasizes that the bread represents his body which was broken (for our
healing) and the wine represents his blood which was shed (to pay for our sins).

Note that He said, “This do in remembrance of me.” It is a simple memorial — every time we eat
or drink we “do show the Lord’s death until he comes.” So every time I eat or drink, it serves as
a reminder of the Lord’s sacrifice which paid for my healing and my sins. Where did all of this
ceremony and ritual and regulation come from? Historically, much of it came from church
groups that wanted to control people’s behavior by threatening to exclude them from the
eucharist if they didn’t behave. If people only read these verses and realized that all the Lord
was asking us to do was to remember His sacrifice every time we eat and drink!
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I Peter 2:24:

Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes [whip lashes] ye were healed.

Jesus Christ bore our sins on the tree (cross). As a result, we are dead to sins and can live unto
righteousness. By the whip lashes he endured, we were healed — this is why healing is available
to Christian believers.

NOTE that this is all by grace — no mention of anything we have to DO to earn remission of sins
or physical healing.

Also, note some things that are NOT mentioned in the above scriptures:

The term Holy Communion

Sacrament (mystery)

If you are excommunicated by a religious group, you cannot receive the “sacrament”
You need the sacrament (in this case a ritual ceremony) for forgiveness of sins

Only those baptized and/or confirmed in a particular church can receive the sacrament

As in all of the topics we have been exploring, God encourages us to remember the sacrifice of
His Son which we receive by grace. And holding a simple communion ceremony can be very
encouraging, leading to healing. But throughout its history, the church has often devised
elaborate processes of rituals and requirements which it controls in an attempt to limit our access
to God, which is already freely available by GRACE!
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Chapter 7 - Grace and James

The book of James has been controversial throughout Christian history, in part because it states
that faith (believing) in Christ is not enough to be justified (made righteous) before God. Rather,
it states that works (good deeds) are required to be justified. This repudiates all we have already
seen — that our righteousness, inheritance, and eternal life all depend solely on our believing and
accepting Christ as Lord, all by God’s grace, NOT our individual works. How could this
contradiction occur in the Bible? We will explore this topic carefully, using simple keys to
Biblical research to solve the problem.

Before reading James, we will review some background material, much of it already seen above.
Ephesians 2:4-10:
But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
saved;)

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus:

That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in Ais kindness
toward us through Christ Jesus.

For by grace are ye saved through faith [believing]; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God:

Not of works, lest any man should boast.

For we are his workmanship [masterpiece], created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained [prepared] that we should walk in them.

This makes it clear that we are saved by grace through believing, NOT of works, lest any man
should boast. If our salvation (which includes our righteousness) were by works, you could
boast that you are saved more than someone else, since you appear to live a better life.

Note, however, that we have been created unto good works which God has prepared for us to
walk in. The Christian life does involve good works in the many ways we help each other. Yet
these good works do not help us OBTAIN salvation. Rather the good works are a way to USE
our salvation, including the gift of holy spirit, to help others. For example, if you were not able
to afford an automobile and somebody gave you one free of charge (by grace). Then you could
use that car to help others in a variety of ways (good works). You did not work for the car — it
was freely given to you. But then having it, you could help others.
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I John 3:22-23:

And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do
those things that are pleasing in his sight.

And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus
Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment.

How very simple and clear — God’s commandment is that we believe on His son and love one
another. The works people impose on others are often made up and do not apply in this age of

Yet as we shall see in the records of the first two councils of the Christian church, this was by no
means clear to the early church leaders. Many of them were much more focused on works than
on the grace of God.

Acts 15:1-29

And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye
be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.

When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them,
they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to
Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question.

And being brought on their way by the church, they passed through Phenice and Samaria,
declaring the conversion of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the brethren.

And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church, and of the
apostles and elders, and they declared all things that God had done with them.

But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was
needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.

And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter.

And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and
brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the
Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe.

And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness giving them the Holy Ghost [gift
of holy spirit], even as he did unto us;

And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.

Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which
neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?

But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as
they.
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Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring
what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them.

And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying Men and brethren, hearken
unto me:

Simeon [Peter] hath declared how God at first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a
people for his name.

And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written [Amos 9:11-12],

After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen
down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up:

That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my
name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things.

Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world.

Wherefore my sentence [judgment, conclusion] is, that we trouble not them, which from
among the Gentiles are turned to God:

But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from
fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood.

For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the
synagogues every sabbath day.

Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of
their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed
Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren:

And they wrote letters by them after this manner; The apostles and elders and brethren
send greeting unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and
Cilicia:

Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you with

words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom
we gave no such commandment:

It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men unto you
with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,

Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall also tell you the same things by mouth.

For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost [God], and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden
than these necessary things;
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That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled,
and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.

So we see four distinct things in this first church council:

1. Some of the Judean Pharisees insisted that one could not be saved until being
circumcised.

2. Peter made it clear that people were saved by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, so why
should anyone place burdens of the OT law upon them?

3. James made it clear that he did not send the Pharisees to preach circumcision, and that
burdens of the law should not be placed on the gentile believers.

4. YET, James did insist on a few rules as necessary, including never eating food offered
unto idols. But this is clearly challenged as being unnecessary in I Corinthians 8, as we
shall see in a future study.

The second church council includes much more legalism, as shown in the following verses.
Acts 21:15-26:
And after those days we took up our carriages, and went up to Jerusalem.

There went with us also certain of the disciples of Caesarea, and brought with them one
Mnason of Cyprus, an old disciple, with whom we should lodge.

And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly.
And the day following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders were present.

And when he had saluted [greeted] them, he declared particularly what things God had
wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry.

And when they heard iz, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how
many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law:

And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles
to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk
after the customs.

What is it therefore? The multitude must needs come together: for they will hear that thou art
come.

Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men which have a vow on them;

Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave
their heads: and all may know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning
thee, are nothing, but that thou thyself walkest orderly, and keepest the law.

As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that they observe no
such thing, save only that they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood,
and from strangled, and from fornication.
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Then Paul took the men, and the next day purifying himself with them entered into the
temple, to signify the accomplishment of the days of purification, until that an offering
should be offered for every one of them.

So we see that between the first church council in Acts 15, and this second council, James and
the elders in Jerusalem have moved further into legalism (requiring Judean believers to follow
the OT law and other rules they establish). And by implication considering the gentiles as
“second class citizens,” since they did not follow the OT law.

In Acts 15, regarding circumcision, James said, “We gave no such commandment.” Yet here in
Acts 21, he says, “They are informed of thee...saying that they ought not to circumcise...” In
other words, Paul is accused of downplaying the law of Moses, while the Judean Christians
adamantly follow it (“zealous for the law™).

To make matters worse, James asks Paul to worship in the temple to prove to the Judean
Christians there that he did indeed follow the law of Moses. This is contrary to scriptures stating
that we are no longer under the OT law, that we are living in the age of grace, and all that Paul
had been teaching, by revelation, about the age of grace.

Yet Paul went along with the plan, worshipped in the temple, was almost torn apart by the crowd,
was rescued by the Roman guards, and was imprisoned for years to come. This pattern of being
pressured by legalism and having it lead to great disaster is a precursor of Christian history
which continues to this day.

With this background of James and the Judean believers, we are ready to look at the book of
James.

James 1:1:

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are
scattered abroad, greeting.

Note that James is not singled out as an apostle, as Peter and Paul are in their epistles. Rather,
indications are that this James is the brother of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is not mentioned in the
gospels anywhere as part of Christ’s ministry.

And to make it even more interesting, note that while Paul was assigned the ministry to the
uncircumcision (gentiles), Peter was assigned the ministry to the circumcision (Jews or Judeans)
as noted in Galatians 2:7-9. For although Peter occasionally slipped into legalism, he was the
first one to minister to the gentiles, at the household of Cornelius, and had a greater grasp of the
age of grace than James seemed to have.

Note also that James 1:1 clearly states that this epistle is addressed to “the twelve tribes which
are scattered abroad” (the Judeans). As we have seen in Acts 15 and 21, these Judean Christians
were heavily dependent on the law of Moses, which they insisted on following. So it makes
sense that an epistle written to them would speak from a legalistic point of view. This is in direct
contrast to the epistles of Paul which are addressed to the Christian church and reveal the great
truths of our salvation which is by grace, NOT works.
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James 1:22-25:
But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only deceiving your own selves.

For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his
natural face in a glass:

For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of
man he was.

But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.

This section places an emphasis on doing the word, not just hearing it. This makes sense, but the
following chapter goes deeper.

James 2:14-24:

What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith [believing], and have not
works? can faith save him?

If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,

And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding
ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?

Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.

Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy
works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.

Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and
tremble.

But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith, without works is dead?

Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon
the altar?

Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?

And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed
unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.

Ye see then how that by works a man is justified [made righteous], and not by faith only.

What an amazing passage! It follows very closely the approach of the OT law, as noted above in
Romans. It completely contradicts sections such as those in Ephesians stating that salvation
(which includes righteousness or being justified) is entirely by grace, not of works lest any man
should boast.
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If we were to try to reconcile these passages in James to the epistles of Paul addressed to
Christians, it would be impossible. The only answer is that this epistle is written to the 12 tribes
(Jews or Judeans), not us. So we can learn from James, which does contain some useful practical
advice. But it is not written TO us, so is not required for our daily living. And what it says about
being justified (made righteous) by works is not at all true for us. We are saved by grace — the
gift of God, NOT OF WORKS, lest any man should boast.

As discussed above, is it good to help others in need (works)? Of course! But are such works
required for our salvation/righteousness/eternal life/inheritance? Ab-so-lute-ly NOT! If we have
to work for our salvation, what was the point of Jesus Christ giving his life for us? We are saved
by grace — the gift of God.
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Chapter 8 — Grace and Inheritance

We briefly looked at our inheritance from God in chapter 2 — here we will delve deeper into the

topic.

I Corinthians 6:9-11:

Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived:
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of
themselves with mankind,

Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the
kingdom of God.

And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

This section draws a clear distinction between idolaters who are not born again, and hence do not
inherit the kingdom of God — and those who are born again, justified (made righteous) in the
name of the Lord Jesus by the spirit of God.

Some would say that because of these verses, thieves and drunkards will not inherit the kingdom
of God. But based on the obvious context, this would only apply to thieves and drunkards that
never got born again. Because once they are born again by confessing Christ as Lord and
believing God raised him from the dead, they do indeed receive an inheritance from God, as is
evident in other verses we will review.

Galatians 5:19-21:

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness

Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before,
as | have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the
kingdom of God.

We know that we WILL inherit the kingdom of God. So as we saw above in | Corinthians 6, this
section must be talking about people that were so into the activities listed above that they never
received the new birth. Ephesians speaks of our inheritance:

Ephesians 1:9-11:

Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure
which he hath purposed in himself:

That in the dispensation [administration] of the fulness of times he might gather together
in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:
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In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the
purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:

Through the work of Christ, we have already obtained an inheritance. Since becoming born
again, we have been predestined to it.

Ephesians 1:13-14:

In whom ye also frusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of
promise,

Which is the earnest [down payment] of our inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

When we believed to become born again, we were sealed with God’s gift — the holy spirit of
promise. This is the down payment of our inheritance which will keep until we gain full
possession of it in the future.

So how could anyone say that we could lose our inheritance? The context of the above passages
makes it clear that only those so entrenched in idolatry that they never get born again are those
who will receive no inheritance.

Ephesians 5:1-5:
Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;

And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among
you, as becometh saints;

Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather
giving of thanks.

For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an
idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.

Again, we have a list of behaviors which, if followed, guarantee that one will not have
inheritance from God. But note in the last verse, “who is an idolater.” As seen in other sections
of scripture, this passage cannot possibly apply to born again Christians. It must refer to those
who are so entrenched in idolatry that they fail to believe in Christ and receive the new birth.

Colossians 1:12:

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet (fit, qualified, adequate) to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:
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Who has made us qualified to be a partaker of the inheritance of the saints? Me by my good
works and lack of sin? You by your approval of my life? Some group or leader that accepts me?
NO — we are adequate to receive that inheritance because God, our Heavenly Father, made us
adequate by His grace, NOT by our works or good behavior. Nothing wrong with good behavior
— but it will not earn you the inheritance which God is already providing.

Colossians 3:23-24:
And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;

Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the
Lord Christ.

We SHALL receive the reward of the inheritance from the Lord. No ifs ands or buts about it!
Should we live heartily as to the Lord? Absolutely. Should we serve the Lord Christ? Of course.
But the reward of the inheritance? We shall receive it of the Lord, and NOT by our works!

I Peter 1:3-4:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively [living] hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead,

To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you,

Our inheritance is incorruptible (it cannot degrade), undefiled (nothing corrupt about it), and it
“fadeth not away.” It won’t slowly disappear. Besides, it is reserved in heaven for us — nothing
on this earth can affect it! That’s a huge improvement over a family inheritance here that can be
degraded by mismanagement, inflation, or a host of other pitfalls. But our inheritance from God
is protected and guaranteed. It can never be lost. Rather, we will enjoy it for eternity, simply
because we are born again!

Revelation 21:7-8:
He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremomgers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone which is the second death.

This is quite a section in comparison to the verses we have reviewed above which guarantee our
inheritance and eternal life. Here we read that the only way to inherit is to overcome all things
(works) and that if we have shortcomings in our behavior (sin) we will burn in the lake of fire.
So this section cannot possibly apply to born again Christians.

In summary, our inheritance is guaranteed as a gift from God by grace and the work of His son
Jesus Christ. Any verses saying otherwise do not apply to us and are for our learning only.
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Chapter 9 — Grace and Hell Fire

Having explored the topic of grace as it relates to salvation, inheritance, and eternal life, we will
now look into grace as it relates to hell fire. Will Christians experience hell fire? Will they
experience purgatory (a so-called place of purging one’s sins before attaining heaven)? We have
already touched on these topics in previous chapters, but will now dive in for a deeper look.

John 3:16:

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish [be entirely obliterated], but have everlasting life.

What a well known and fundamental verse on this topic!
A few points to note:

1. God so loved the world, God gave His Son — that is why we have eternal life. Nothing to
do with our works — entirely by God’s grace.

2. It does not say that if we believe in God’s Son we will not die — that would be ludicrous,
since all the Christians we have read about, starting with Peter and Paul, have died.

3. What it does say is that we will not perish. Although in English, the words “die”” and
“perish” are virtually synonymous, in the KJV they are translated from two different
words.

4. When you read “die” in the KJV NT, it is generally translated from the Greek word
apothnesko which simply means to die.

5. However, when you read “perish,” it is usually translated from apollumi, which means to
“destroy, put out of the way entirely, abolish, put to an end, ruin.”

6. Although Christians will all die, if the Lord tarries, none of them will be destroyed
completely. Rather they will be raised at the last trump when Christ returns, and their
bodies will return from dust to become immortal and incorruptible.

7. The utter destruction contained in the word “perish” will occur at the end of the book of
Revelation with the second death in the lake of fire. No one born again of God’s spirit
will be included in the second death.

Ephesians 2:8-9:
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast.

These two verses are a major theme of this book and cannot be emphasized too strongly. We are
saved by grace through our believing. It is a gift from God, not something we earn by works. So
we have no basis for boasting that our works are better than others!

I Corinthians 15:51-54:

Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
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In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed
up in victory.

What a wonderful time to look forward to, and there is no indication that this is conditional in
any way. We SHALL all be changed!

I Thessalonians 4:16-17:

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds,
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Again, nothing conditional about this — we SHALL rise from the dead and meet the Lord in the
air, and so SHALL we ever be with the Lord. How could anyone or anything take that away
from us?

Matthew 5:22:

But I say unto you, that whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in
danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger
of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.

Remember that this verse records what was said in the gospel administration, still under the law.
As we shall see later in this chapter, those who have not been born again are judged towards the
end of the book of Revelation. Those whose names are written in the Book of Life go on to
obtain eternal life. Those whose names are not written in the Book of Life go into the lake of fire
— this 1s called the second death and is the only hell fire described in the entire book of
Revelation. So it was possible that someone during the gospel period could fail to be born again
after the day of Pentecost and thus end up in the lake of fire, here called “hell fire” [Greek word
gehennal.

Matthew 5:29-30:

And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for
thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast
into hell [gehennal.

And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast if from thee: for it is profitable for
thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast
into hell [gehennal.

Same as noted above — those not born again can end up in the lake of fire.
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Matthew 10:28:

And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell [gehennal.

Again — before the new birth became available, perishing in the lake of fire at the second death
was an option for those that did not later become born again, as it is today.

Luke 16:19-31:

There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared
sumptuously every day:

And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,

And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover
the dogs came and licked his sores.

And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s
bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;

And in hell [Greek hades — the place of the dead, the grave] he lift up his eyes, being in
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he
may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this
flame.

But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things,
and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.

And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which
would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from
thence.

Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father’s
house:

For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place
of torment.

Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.

And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will
repent.

And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded, though one rose from the dead.
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What an amazing account — one of the very few sections of scripture drawing a distinction
between heaven and hell corresponding to common views today. Yet this is a parable, a figure of
speech for illustrating a point, and entirely fictitious.

Some early manuscripts of this chapter, in both Greek and Aramaic, add “And he said another
parable” to the beginning of Luke 16:19. And although many parables in the scriptures tell
stories that could actually occur (like the parables of the good seed or the good shepherd), there
are other examples that are obviously fictional.

Judges 9:8ff

The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them, and they said to the olive tree,
Reign over us.

This and the following verses are obviously not possible in actual fact, but they illustrate how
unwise it was to follow Jerubbaal as their leader.

Matthew 5:13-16 describe how believers in Christ are the salt of the earth and the light of the
world. Obviously, neither is literally true, but they vividly illustrate the part played by those who
hold forth God’s Word.

So what is this section about Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom talking about? It cannot be literally
true because Abraham, Lazarus, and the rich man are conversing after they died. The scriptures
are quite clear that when one dies, he has no remembrance of past events (Psalms 6:5), his thoughts
perish (Psalms 146:4), and he literally does not know anything (Ecclesiastes 9:5-6, 10)!

The key to this section is in the context — Luke 16:14 makes it clear that our Lord was speaking to the
Pharisees. Flavius Josephus, a first century Jewish historian, wrote the following about the Pharisees:

Antiquities of the Jews XVIII, i, 3:

They also believe that souls have an immortal vigour in them, and that under the earth there will
be rewards or punishments, according as they have lived virtuously or viciously in this life, and the
latter are to be detained in an everlasting prison, but that the former shall have power to revive
and live again.

Since our Lord was speaking to the Pharisees, he expressed himself with a fictional parable in
terms they understood. Along the lines of — suppose a poor man died and, as you believe, went to
a place of reward (later referred to as heaven). While the rich man died and went to a place of
punishments (later referred to as hell). Then when the rich man asked father Abraham to send a
message back to his brethren asking them to repent, Abraham replied by saying that if they don’t
listen to Moses and the prophets, they would not be persuaded if one rose from the dead. And of
course this is exactly what happened some time later when Jesus Christ was raised from the dead
and the majority of the Pharisees did not believe in him and receive the new birth.
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Revelation 21:8:

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

This is another verse which is often used to indicate that regardless of the new birth, if we are
fearful, unbelieving, liars, or participating in whatever some group thinks is idolatry, we will
perish in the lake of fire! How could this verse have anything to do with those of us saved by
grace? We have already seen that our eternal life is guaranteed by God’s grace. We have just
read that those who believe in Christ will NOT perish (be eradicated in the lake of fire), but
instead have everlasting life (John 3:16). So this verse can only apply to those late in the book of
Revelation time period who have NOT accepted Christ — it has NOTHING to do with us.

Revelation 20:12-15:

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of
those things which were written in the books, according to their works.

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell [the grave — hades]
delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to
their works.

And death and hell [the grave — hades] delivered up the dead which were in them: and
they were judged every man according to their works.

And death and hell [the grave — hades] were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second
death.

And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

So once again, this section has nothing to do with us. It has to do with those who were not in the
gathering together (as we will be) or were not in the first resurrection (those beheaded for not
accepting the mark of the beast earlier in Revelation — Revelation 20:4-5). Anyone not in one of
those will be raised for the second and final resurrection. If their names are written in the book
of life (God will judge who qualifies for that), they will go on to eternal life. If not (again, God
judges — not you, me, or the group I may belong to), then they will go on to the lake of fire and
perish (be totally obliterated for all time).
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Chapter 10 - In Conclusion

It is absolutely incontrovertible that all Christians (those who have accepted Christ as Lord and
believed God raised him from the dead — Romans 10:9-10) have been saved by grace (God’s favor)
as a result of Christ’s sacrifice for us.

Any statements to the contrary do not fit with God’s Word and are simply an attempt to put us back
under the law, which Jesus Christ already fulfilled, so it no longer applies to us.

I hope you have learned, grown, and been comforted by the scriptures explored in this book. There
is no reason to fear death or what happens after death. We have a wonderful eternity to look
forward to (our hope) with a newly changed body that cannot die or be corrupted in any way. God
will also give us a marvelous inheritance to enjoy — all by His grace!

If you would like to study any of the topics in this book further, consider reviewing the classes and
teachings on the website https://speakwordsofgrace.org. They are all offered freely to assist in your
spiritual growth and confidence in God.
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